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PASTOR’SPage

On NYE, we made a declaration that 2023 would be a year of Intense Pressure 
and Incredible Favor. Before favor is bestowed upon us, I personally believe that 
God allows Intense Pressure. Pressure beneath the surface of the earth is what 
causes diamonds to be produced. It was great pressure of water that caused the 
Grand Canyons to form; and it is with GREAT pressure that God is allowing Favor 
to be on your Life! 

In the book of Daniel 6, we discovered a few things as Daniel kept praying three 
times a day. I am praying these notes will help you in the coming year as you 
experience, Incredible Favor:

I. YOU ARE PREFERRED! 
A. An Excellent spirit was in him. (The Holy Spirit)

II. PEOPLE WILL TRY AND FIND FAULT AGAINST YOU. VS. 4-5
A. Instead of focusing on how they can do Better, they are focused on how 

to make Daniel look Bad! 
B. When people can’t Authenticate, they Fabricate! 
C. We will make up something on him.

The time to pray is not only while you are in the Lions Den, but before AND after. 
Daniel keeps praying, in spite of what he knows.

III. DON’T ALLOW THE SITUATION TO CHANGE OUR PRAYING. 
ALLOW OUR PRAYING TO CHANGE THE SITUATION. 

IV. HELP HAS BEEN SENT. VS 22
V. AN ANGEL WAS SENT. SHUT THE LIONS MOUTH. 

NO HURT IN DANIEL! HE BELIEVED GOD. VS 23

Elliot Shelton, Sr - Senior Pastor

Decree this for 2023: 
“King Darius published this 
proclamation to every race, color, 
and creed on earth: Peace to you! 
Abundant peace! I decree that 
Daniel’s God shall be worshiped 
and feared in all parts of my 
kingdom. He is the living God, 
world without end. His kingdom 
never falls. His rule continues 
eternally. He is a savior and 
rescuer. He performs astonishing 
miracles in heaven and on earth. 
He saved Daniel from the power 
of the lions.” Daniel 6:25-27 MSG

We are looking forward to a year 
of Incredible Favor for 2023. 
Praying for our best year yet! 

Amazed by His Grace,

Pastor Elliot  R. Shelton, Sr.



• I declare, this is my year of INCREDIBLE Favor!
• I declare that God is doing a new thing, and I am ready 

to receive all He has in store!
• I declare, every barrier causing blockage along my path 

will be destroyed by the hand of God. 
• I declare, God will deliver me from every stronghold and 

evil thought! 
• I declare, I will use my words to speak victory over my 

family, friends and loved ones. 
• I declare, I am a people builder. I will take every 

opportunity to encourage others to bring out the best in 
them to help them accomplish their dreams.

• I declare, I will lack nothing in any area of my life- 
spiritually, financially, emotionally, physically, mentally 
and socially.

• I declare, in 2023 Promise Land Church will lack for 
nothing. Everything we need is in this house now!

• I declare on this day, God is opening the windows of 
heaven and pouring out blessings that I/we won’t have 
room to receive.

• Thank You, Lord, for this declaration and your 
INCREDIBLE favor!

Because of Him,
First Lady Jeaneen Shelton
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Our 2023 Declaration

“I am working to get 
all A’s & to make the 

principal’s list.”
MiKayla Reed

“One of my goals is to 
get better at playing 

the piano.”
Brooklynn Smith

A goal of mine is to 
make honor roll in this 

Spring semester.”
Dylan Marshall

I want to maintain 
a 3.7-4.5 GPA this 

semester.”
Allison Reed

Goal-Getters

3



4
4

LEADING LADY CHRONICLES:

Develop Your Gift!
By DeShannon Cash

Could you believe that I’ve been a nurse for twenty-
six years? Well, let me tell you how it all started! On 
February 3, 1998, I began working at the Shelby County 
Corrections Department. For many years, I have been 
known for my dedication, hard work, and ability to relate to 
those who are incarcerated. Helping others is a passion 
of mine, and I will continue to demonstrate sensitivity, 
love, and kindness. In September 2021, I was blessed to 
be appointed as Director of Nursing over the division. I 
am a mother of two with three grandchildren. Recently, 
in July of 2022, I joined hands with my husband, Marcus 
Cash. Thank God for completing my family!

One thing I enjoy doing is traveling! In fact, I would like 
to travel to ALL states, so I try to pick a state to visit at 
least three times a year just to say I had the experience! 

Incredible favor has been upon me, and it is showing! I 
have had many success stories and have achieved so 
much! In May 2022, I received my CPR license to be a 
Life Support Instructor. Over the past year, I went back 
to school to obtain my bachelor’s degree. In October 
2022, I received my certification for CCHP (Certified 
Correctional Health Professional).

Now that I have accomplished so much, I am expecting 
to experience incredible favor with my family life and 
plan to spend more time with them. I’m trying to find 
my niche and would like to get even more involved with 
other ministries at church. Currently, I am the ministry 
leader of the Culinary Arts Ministry, but I would love to be 
stretched into different areas within the church. 

I came to Promise Land Church through one of my 
coworkers about 15 years ago. Jamey Hamilton, the 
hospitality ministry leader, was passing out flyers about 
Promise Land at the grocery store and my coworker 
visited. She then came to work and stated, “I think I found 
a church that you would like going to. Just come and 
check it out.” I’ve been a member since 2008. I actually 
joined church the second Sunday that I attended and 
have grown every step of the way! At the time, I’d already 
went to school for nursing and started obtaining more 
degrees, constantly achieving higher heights! I went 

from being a bench member to leading the Culinary Arts 
Ministry. Once Pastor Shelton and First Lady learned 
what I liked to do, they got me busy; I LOVE to cook and 
have been ever since! I started cooking when I was 10 
years old. My mother cooked seven days a week. She 
was a single mother with five kids, and we never went 
out to eat. We were poor, but my siblings and I didn’t 
know as we had everything we needed: food, clothes, 
and schooling. Around the age of 10, my mother allowed 
my younger brother and I to watch her in the kitchen. We 
started off frying chicken, cooking rice, and other sides 
to create a full course meal. My favorite meal to cook 
for my family is lasagna and homemade poundcake, 
because they LOVE it! 

There are so many churches that decide what “they” 
want you to do when it comes to ministry; but here at 
Promise Land, they developed what “I” wanted to do! 
PLC allows you to be who you are, and I appreciate my 
Pastor and First Lady for allowing the “real Shannon” 
to show. Sometimes, people hide behind God. I don’t 
have to hide anything and can be myself. This is the first 
church that I have been able to portray my gift, and I 
am always willing to give my time 
or be a blessing financially. Since 
being here, I have TRULY been 
blessed and have never, EVER 
been as blessed at a church 
more so than here! My church is 
so special to me and my family, 
because everyone is loving and 
willing to develop not 
only MY gifts but my 
FAMILY’S gifts as 
well. I love my church 
family!

“Let love and faithfulness never leave you; bind them 
around your neck, write them on the tablet of your 
heart. Then you will win FAVOR and a good name in 
the sight of God and man.” (Proverbs 3:3-4)
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Let me tell you a little something about me! I am a mother 
of four, amazing boys. When I was younger, I was adopted 
by my aunt, Ms. Clemons. I have nine other siblings that 
are adopted as well, but we all were blessed to have found 
each other and keep in touch. Although it may get difficult 
at times, I would like to encourage people to never give 
up and keep trying.

A couple of hobbies of mine are cooking and being 
creative. Problem solving is something that I enjoy doing 
as well. One of my dreams was to go back to school to get 
my diploma. Whenever I was up for a promotion at work 
or new job opportunities became available, I would not be 
considered for the position since a high school diploma 
was required. So, I decided to go to the Excel Center to 
do something about it! I was determined not to be held 
back any longer! It was a struggle, but the program at 
the Excel center was awesome! I was able to meet some 
GREAT people and had a strong support system. I finally 
graduated on December 7, 2022. I plan to work all the 
way up until fall, then begin the process of becoming a 
registered nurse. 

An area in my life that I need incredible favor in is 
knowledge & learning how to take everything one step at 
a time. I’m aiming to complete whatever goal I create for 
myself. My goal is to start AND complete; don’t quit! 

I was introduced to Promise Land Church by my aunt. 
One Sunday, I was sitting in church crying during altar 

call. I had on a dress and didn’t feel comfortable getting 
up to join church. I literally said to myself, “My dress is too 
short. God, I’m not going up there.” The next sentence 
that came out of Pastor Shelton’s mouth was, “God don’t 
care about what you got on, what outfit you got on. Don’t 
wait to put on a new outfit. Come on!” The VERY next 
sentence! I knew God was talking to me, so I grabbed my 
son’s hand and said, “Walk up there with me!” My family 
and I were crying. When I joined church, Mrs. Shelton 
came to comfort me. I knew then that this is where I 
needed to be. That’s what interested me, LOVE!

Since being at PLC, I do include God more and 
spread the gospel a little bit more. What makes 
PLC special is the community involvement and 
engagement. Most churches have favorites, but here, 
EVERYONE is included and involved. Pastor Shelton and 
Mrs. Shelton are very raw, and they give their last. They 
make sure to make a connection with everyone no matter 
their age. I love the way they carry themselves. 

Advice that I would give others who are trying to find 
their place in ministry is to be open minded and try! It’s 
something here for everyone! Whatever that fire is, don’t 
be so quick to put it out because you hear something 
that you don’t like. You never know what might happen, 
because God will put you in the right place, at the right 
time, with the right people. Don’t give up, keep trying!

2022YEAR END REVIEW
LEADING LADY CHRONICLES:

Don’t Quit
By LaKesha Newsone
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2022YEAR END REVIEW
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OUREvents
FEBRUARY
Wednesday, 2/1 Start of 21 Days of Prayer & Fasting
Sunday, 2/12  Incredible Favor Super Sunday Kick Off
Tuesday, 2/14  Valentine’s Day
Sunday, 2/19  VP Meeting @ 9am
Monday, 2/20  President’s Day
Tuesday, 2/21  End of 21 Days of Prayer & Fasting
Friday, 2/24  Leading Ladies Color Party @ 6:30pm 
Saturday, 2/25  50+ Ministry: Red & White Social @ 2pm
Sunday, 2/26  VP Ceremony

MARCH
Thursday, 3/2  Pastor Shelton’s Birthday
Sunday, 3/5  Pastor Shelton’s Birthday Celebration 
   during 10am Worship Service
Sunday, 3/12  Ministry Leaders Meeting @ 9am
Sunday, 3/19  Incredible Favor Super Sunday Pledges Due
Saturday, 3/25  50+ Ministry: Quarterly Meeting @ 2pm

CALENDAR OF EVENTS
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